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who not only took the leading part in the movement but wrote the
best commentary on it.
I never knew that I would undertake this work, although I was
eager for many years to examine what Gaiidhiji did to mould the
new thought. In the beginning I was a devotee, then a critic, and
am now an impartial admirer. I belong to no particular school
of thought, and have had no time, so far, to give my undivided
attention to his philosophy as such. I did not always agree with him,
but with his all-embracing life and his courage of conviction he has
attracted me much more than any other historical figure.
I remember those early years when I read Young India with avidity
and looked forward to the next issue. For thirty years, Gandhiji
fed the minds of thousands and moulded the people's character
imperceptibly. With perfect co-ordination between, his activities and
his writings and speeches, he set a supreme example for the people
to follow, though they did not always do so intelligently. Today,
it may seem that his influence has vanished and that he alone
was his follower. But how can the seeds of great thoughts prove
so barren ?
Fortunately for India, Gandhiji lived long and led an intensely
active life. It touched almost every phase of the nation's activity.
His contacts were varied and his experiences unique. He made a
gift of his wisdom to the world through his writings and speeches,
illustrated by his actions. Einstein wrote : cc Generations to come,
it may be, will scarce believe that such a one as this ever in flesh
and blood walked upon this earth."
I had the good fortune of receiving Gandliiji's co-operation in
completing this work, which involved many years of research and
took six years to write. Some of the important speeches and writings
were revised by Gandhiji himself for this book. Historical facts
have been checked from the original sources as well as from some
of Gandhiji*s colleagues. Indian Opinion, Toung India and Harijan
have been an important source of material, and I am greatly
indebted to Mahadev Desai and to some extent to PyarelaL
To make the work authentic and detailed, I have consulted daily
newspapers of the last fifty years. All available literature, in several
Indian and foreign languages, has been made use of and the chaff
sifted from the grain. In doubtful cases my final authority was
Gandhiji himself. When I met him last on January 22, 1948, we